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COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS TO GLASSBORO HIGH SCHOOL
GLASSBORO, NEW JERSEY

GOVERNOR KEANE, PRESIDENT BEACH, SUPERINTENDENT
MITCHO, PRINCIPAL HOLLAND, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN -- AND
ESPECIALLY YOU. THE GLASSBORO HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF
1986. THANKS FOR THE GREETING, BUT I KNOW WHY YOU'RE
SO ENTHUSIASTIC -- YOU’VE HEARD ABOUT MY HOLLYWOOD
CONNECTIONS AND YOU THINK I MIGHT BE ABLE TO INTRODUCE
YOU TO TOM CRUISE OR MICHAEL J. FOX, YOU KNOW, YOUR
PRINCIPAL. MR. HOLLAND, SHOWED ME YOUR AMERICAN HISTORY
BOOK., AND I WAS STARTLED TO SEE THAT IT TOOK ALMOST
400 PAGES TO TELL THE STORY OF OUR NATION. WHEN I WAS
YOUR AGE, IT ONLY TOOK TWO STONE TABLETS.

BUT THERE ARE ADVANTAGES TO BEING PRESIDENT -- THE
DAY AFTER | WAS ELECTED, I HAD MY HIGH SCHOOL GRADES
CLASSIFIED TOP SECRET. BY THE WAY, | UNDERSTAND THIS
IS THE BIGGEST CROWD HERE IN THE GYM SINCE THE LAST
TIME THE BULLDOG BASKETBALL TEAM PLAYED A HOME GAME.

AM | CORRECT IN THINKING THERE MAY BE ONE OR TWO
BULLbocs FANS HERE TODAY?

|
|
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SERIOUSLY. 1T IS AN HONOR TO JOIN YOU TODAY FOR
THIS COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY -- AN EVENT THAT MARKS YOUR
COMING OF AGE AND MEANS SO MUCH TO YOU AND YOUR
EAMILIES. AND 1 KNOW YOU WANT TO JOIN ME IN
CONSRATULATING YOUR PRINCIPAL, ROY HOLLAND, ON 11 YEARS
OF OUTSTANDING SERVICE. BUT WHAT 1 HAVE TO SAY TODAY |
HAVE COME T0 SAY TO YOU, THE STUDENTS OF GLASSBORO HIGH
SCHOOL WHO ARE ABOUT TO GRADUATE. MOTHERS AND FATHERS,
EAMILIES AND FRIENDS -- YOU HAVE OUR PERMISSION TO
EAVESDROP. BUT YOU MUST UNDERSTAND THAT THIS 1S
BETWEEN US -- ONE WHO HAS SEEN MORE THAN SEVEN DECADES
OF AMERICAN LIFE, AND THE BRIGHT YOUNG PEOPLE SEATED
BEFOIE HIM. WHO HAVE NOT YET SEEN ALL OF TWO.

| .

| GLASSBORU HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1386: IF WE HAD
TIME TODAY. | MIGHT TALK WITH YOU ABOUT G0OD
CITLZENSHIP, ALL THAT WEVE BEEN TRYING TO ACHIEVE IN
VASHINGTON, OR EVEN THE THINGS [ THINK WE BOTH ENJOY --
THINGS LIKE FOOTBALL GAMES AND GOING TO THE BEACH.

1
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[T*s HARD FOR YOU TO BELIEVE THAT GROWNUPS,
PARENTS, ETC.. CAN UNDERSTAND HOW YOU FEEL AND WHAT
IT's LIKE TO BE YOUR AGE. WHEN YOU GET TO BE PARENTS
YOURSELVES, YOU’'LL BE SURPRISED HOW CLEAR YOUR MEMORIES
WILL BE OF THESE DAYS AT GLASSBORO HIGH. YOU'LL
REMEMBER HOW YOU FELT ABOUT THINGS. ABOUT SUCCESSES.
AND. YES. DISAPPOINTMENTS, YOU’LL DISCOVER AS YOU GET
OLDER! THAT CERTAIN THINGS ARE SO MUCH A PART OF YOUR
LIFE THAT YOU'LL REMEMBER THEM ALWAYS, AND HIGH SCHOOL
IS ONE. BUT A3 | WAS SAYING, IT’s IN THE VERY NATURE
OF TIME THAT 1T RUNS ON MORE QUICKLY THAN ANY OF US
WOULD WISH. AND 1 MUST COMPRESS ALL THAT 1 WANT TO SAY
INTO A FEW BRIEF AND FLEETING MINUTES. PERHAPS THAT IN
ITSELF REPRESENTS ONE OF THE LESSONS THAT I CAN
IMPART -- THE PRECIOUSNESS OF EACH MOMENT.

AND IF YOU ARE EVER A COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER, TRY TO
KEEP |IN MIND THE IMPORTANCE OF BREVITY IN A SPEECH.

YOU HNOW EVERY GENERATION IS CRITICAL OF THE GENERATION
THAT [PRECEDED 1T AND FEELS IT MUST DISCARD MANY OF THE
MORES AND CUSTOMS OF THOSE WHO HAD GONE BEFORE. OUR
GENERATION FELT THAT WAY AND SO WILL YOURS. BUT IN
CASTING ASIDE THE OLD, DON’T THROW OUT THE VALUES THAT
HAVE 'BEEN TESTED BY TIME JUST BECAUSE THEY ARE OLD.
THEY' ARE OLD HECAUSE THEIR VALUE WAS PROVEN OVER THE
YEARS AND, YE5, THE CENTURIES.
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NOW. 1 KNOW THAT IN RECENT DAYS YOU'VE BEEN
BIDDING FAREWELL TO YOUR TEACHERS AND FRIENDS, AND 1
WONDER WHETHER YOU'VE NOTICED AS YOU'VE DONE SO THAT
THIS TIME OF YEAR TENDS TO BRING OUT SOME OLD AND
FAﬂlL’AR PHRASES -- PHRASES LIKE, “THE FUTURE BELONGS
IO YOU.* AND, *YOU ARE THE HOPE OF TOMORROW.® [ MUST
TELL %lou THAT ©ACH OF THESE PHRASES SPEAKS DEEP TRUTHS:
YOU ARE THE FUTURE. OH, THE PHRASES MAY SOMETIMES
SOUND WORN; PERHAPS BECAUSE YOU HAVE ALREADY HEARD THEM
SO MANY TIMES. AND THEY CAN SEEM INADEQUATE TO YOUR
PARENTS AND ME BECAUSE WE WANT TO TELL YOU ALL THAT WE
HAVE LEARNED. WE WANT TO PAINT FOR YOU OUR OWN
EXPERIENCE SO VIVIDLY THAT YOU WILL BE ABLE TO AVOID
OUR HEARTACHES WHILE YOU DOUBLE AND RE-DOUBLE OUR JO¥S.
THEN [WE FIND WE HAVE NOTHING AT OUR DISPOSAL BUT WORDS,
WEAK |AND FEEBLE INSTRUMENTS, THAT CANNOT POSSIBLY CARRY
THE fULL FREIGHT OF OUR MEANING.

STILL WE MUST TRY -- EVERY MODICUM OF KNOWLEDGE
THAT| CAN BE TRULY AND RIGHTLY TRANSMITTED FROM ONE
GENERATION TO THE NEXT CAN PROVE INVALUABLE. SO IT IS
THAT | WANT TO SPEAK TO YOU ABOUT THIS NATION OF WHICH
YOU PILL SO SDON BECOME THE LEADERS -- IN PARTICULAR.
ABOUT THOSE QUALITIES OF OUR NATIONAL LIFE THAT WE
AMERICANS HAVE ALWAYS CHERISHED IN OUR OWN COUNTRY AND
HOPED TO EXTEND TO ALL THE WORLD: FREEDOM AND PEACE.
PERHAPS YOU COULD THINK OF OUR TALK ON THIS MATTER AS
WRITING A HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY, AN ESSAY ON PEACE -- ONE
LAST ASSIGNMENT BEFORE WE LET YOU 60.
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ENGLISH TEACHERS SOMETIMES SUGGEST OPENING ESSAYS
VIVIDLY, WITH A DRAMATIC SCENE OR STORY THAT HELPS TO
SET THE TONE. 1T SO HAPPENS THAT YOU AND I HAVE JUST
SUCH c DRAMATIC STORY AT HAND. FOR 19 YEARS AGO -- THE
VERY IVEAR BEFORE MOST OF YOU WERE BORN -- GLASSBORO
RECEIVED A VISIT FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES.

IN JUNE OF 1967, PRESIDENT JOHNSON FLEW FROM THE
WHITE HOUSE TO GLASSBORO -- JUST AS 1 HAVE DONE

TODAY -- 10 HOLD A SUMMIT MEETING WITH SOVIET PREMIER
KOSYGIN. THE MEETING WAS SCHEDULED TO LAST 1 DAY. BUT
THE TWO MEN TALKED FOR MORE THAN 5 HOURS, THEN HELD A
SECOND MEETING 2 DAYS LATER. IF YOU WERE TO RESEARCH
THE MEETING IN YOUR SCHOOL LIBRARY, YOU WOULD FIND THAT
U.S. NEWS WROTE. "AMONG THE PROBLEMS THEY DISCUSSED
WERE SOME OF THE WORLD’s BIGGEST: VIETNAM, THE MIDDLE
EAST. AND THE PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS.”

"TODAY. HISTORIANS HAVE CONCLUDED THAT THE
GLASSBORO SUMMIT WAS NOT, IN FACT, ONE OF THE MOST
MOMENTOUS -- NO MAJOR BREAKTHROUGHS WERE MADE O
AGRE&MENTS REACHED. NEVERTHELESS. THE TWO MEN MET.
THEY WERE FRANK. THEY WORKED TO UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER
AND TO MAKE THEMSELVES UNDERSTOOD. IN THIS ALONE, I
WOULD SUBMII, THEY TAUGHT US A GREAT DEAL.
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ET US THEN REMAIN MINDFUL OF THAT GLASSBORO
SUMIT OF 19 YEARS AGD. AND LET US REMEMBER THAT AS WE
LOOK BACK UPON THE GLASSBORO SUMMIT. OTHERS -- PERNAPS
19 YEARS IN THE FUTURE -- WILL LOOK BACK UPON US. i
IS MY|FERVENT HOPE THAT THEY WILL SAY WE WORKED 10
BREAK THE PATTERNS OF HISTORY THAT ALL TOO OFTEN
RESULTED IN WAR -- THAT WE REACHED FOR ACCORD, THAT ME
REACHED FOR PEACE. HOPE FINDS ITS EXPRESSION IN HARD
WORK. SO LET US MOVE ON TO THE BODY OF OUR ESSAY AND
THE TASKS OF ANALYSIS AND ORGANIZATION. LET US BEGIN
BY CONSIDERING OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD OUR COUNTRY AND
OURSELVES.

CERTAINLY THE AMERICAN STORY REPRESENTS ONE OF THE
GREAT EPICS OF HUMAN HISTORY, YET OURS IS A STOfY OF
GOODNESS AS WELL AS OF GREATNESS. AFTER WORLD WAR 11,
OUR GOODNESS RECEIVED A DRAMATIC MANIFESTATION IN THE
MARSHALL PLAN -- THE VAST PROGRAM OF ASSISTANCE TO HELP
WAR-RAVAGED NATIONS RECOVER FROM WORLD WAR I1. AND Wt
CAN BE PROUD THAT WE HELPED RESTORE NOT ONLY OUR ALLIES
BUT iHOSE WHO HAD BEEN OUR ENEMIES AS WELL. POPE
PIUS XI1 SAID OF US THEN, “THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE A
GENIUS FOR SPLENDID AND UNSELFISH ACTION AND INTO THE
HANDS OF AMERICA, GOD HAS PLACED THE DESTINIES OF
AFELICTED HUMANITY.” AND IN OUR OWN TIMES. THE UNITED
STATES CONTINUES TO BEAR THE BURDENS OF DEFENDING
FREEDOM AROUND THE WORLD.
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LISTEN 10 THE WORDS OF FORMER PRIME MINISTER OF
AUSTRALIA JOHN GORTON: “I WONDER IF ANYBODY HAS
THOUGHT WHAT THE SITUATION OF COMPARATIVELY SMALL
NATIONS WOULD BE IF THERE WERE NOT IN EXISTENCE THE
UNITED STATES... IF THERE WERE NOT A GREAT AND GLANT
COUNTRY PREPARED TO MAKE THOSE SACRIFICES.”

DO WE HAVE FAULTS? OF COURSE. BUT WE HAVE AS
WELL THE COURAGE AND DETERMINATION TO CORRECT THEM.
CONSIDER THE DARKEST BLOT UPON OUR HISTORY, RACIAL
DISCRIMINATION. WE FOUGHT THE CIVIL WAR AND PASSED THE
THIRTEENTH AND FOURTEENTH AMENDMENTS TO BRING SLAVERY
10 al END. DISCRIMINATION STILL WADE ITSELF FELf. BUT
SO DID THE AMERICAN SENSE OF DECENCY AND THIS
ULTIMATELY GAVE RISE TO THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT.
SWEEPING LEGISLATION WAS PASSED T0 ENSURE THAT ALL
AMERICANS, REGARDLESS OF RACE OR BACKGROUND. WOULD BE
\BLE 70 PAR! ICIPATE FULLY IN THE LIFE OF THE NATION.
TODAY BIGOTRY HAS BEEN BEATEN DOWN BUT NOT YET
DESTROYED: IT FALLS NOW TO YOU TO CARRY ON THE BATTLE.
SO FIGHT RACISM. FIGHT ANTI-SEMITISM. FIGHT IN ALL
[TS VARIATIONS THE BIGOTRY AND INTOLERANCE THAT WE
AMERICANS HAVE WORKED SO HARD T0 ROOT OUT.
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[ MAKE MUCH OF ALL WE HAVE DONE TO COMBAT
DlSCRlLlNATlON [N OUR COUNTRY BECAUSE 1T SEEMS TO ME OF
CENTRAL IMPORTANCE TO OUR ESSAY ON PEACE. HERE IN THIS
GREEN AND GENTLE LAND PEOPLE OF ALL NATIONS -- PEOPLE
OF ALL RACES AND FAITHS -- HAVE LEARNED TO LIVE IN
HARMONY 10 BUILD ONE NATION. NOR IS THE STORY OVER.
LISTEN INDEED 10 THIS ROLL OF SOME OF YOUR SCHOOLMATES:
BORN IN INDIA, [SAY-uyoo} AND [ xAH-TEE-UA]
[B1L-GRAH-MEt:]1; BORN IN CHINA, {ONE-TIN-GANG) ; BORN IN
JAPAN. (TuH-MO-k0) [SAH-SAH-KEE]: AND BORN IN LAOS.
(BOO-ME]. [CHOO-ME], AND [(RAH-SAH-MEE]

({ SENG-VOR-uH-VONG] AND  SEH-S00-VUH) [FAT-SO-DA-VONG] .
(F EVER IN COMING YEARS YOU GROW DISILLUSIONED WITH
YOUR NATION -- IF EVER YOU DOUBT THAT AMERICA HOLDS A
SPECIAL PLACE IN ALL THE LONG HISTORY OF HUMANKIND --
REMEMBER THIS MOMENT AND THE NAMES | HAVE JUST READ.
THEN YOU WILL UNDERSTAND -- THEN YOU WILL FIND NEW
STRENGTH -- THEN YOU WILL KNOW HOW 1T 1S THAT WE
AMERICANS CAN LOOK TO ALL THE OTHER PEOPLES OF THIS
PLANET WITH SELF-CONFIDENCE AND GENEROUS FRIENDSHIP.
CALL 1T MYSTICISM IF YOU WILL; | HAVE ALWAYS BEL IEVED
THERE WAS SOME DIVINE PLAN THAT PLACED THIS GREAT LAND
BETWEEN THE TWO OCEANS TO BE FOUND BY PEOPLE FROM EVERY
CORNER OF THE EARTH WHO HAD THAT EXTRA LOVE OF FREEDOM
AND THAT EXTRA OUNCE OF COURAGE TO LEAVE FRIENDS AND.
HOMELAND TO SEEK THIS BLESSED PLACE.
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THIS BRINGS ME TO THE INTERNATIONAL SCENC AND OUR
RELATIDNS WITH THE SOVIET UNION. 1T IS IMPORTANT T0
BEGIN BY DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN THE PEOPLES INSIDE THE
SOVIET UNION AND THE GOVERNMENT THAT RULES THEM.
CERTAINLY WE HAVE NO QUARREL WITH THE PEOPLES -- FAR
FROM IT. YET WE MUST REMEMBER THAT THE PEOPLES IN THE
SOVIET UNION HAVE VIRTUALLY NO INFLUENCE ON THE
GOVERNMENT. THERE’s A LITTLE STORY THAT INDICATES WHAT
| MEAN. [T SEEMS AN AMERICAN AND A SOVIET WERE HAVING
AN ARGUMENT ABOUT WHO HAD MORE FREEDOM. “I CAN MARCH
INTO THE WHITE HOUSE,” THE AMERICAN SAID, “FIND THE
PRESIDENT’s OFFICE, AND SAY, ‘PRESIDENT REAGAN. I DON‘T
LIKE THE WAY YOU'RE RUNNING OUR COUNTRY.‘" THE SOVIET
SAID, “WELL, | CAN DO THAT. THE AMERICAN SAID, “YOU
CAN?" HE SAID. “YES. I CAN WALK INTO THE KREMLIN. TO
GENERAL SECRETARY GORBACHEV's OFFICE. AND SAY, T

'MR. GENERAL SECRETARY, I DON’T LIKE THE WAY PRESIDENT
REAGAN’S RUNNING HIS COUNTRY.’* YOU KNOW. 1 TOLD THAT
STORY [0 MR. GORBACHEV IN GENEVA. THANK GOODNESS HE
LAUGHED.
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WE MUST REMCMBER THAT THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT 1S
BASED UPON AND DRAWN FROM THE SOVIET COMMUNIST PARTY --
AN ORGANIZATION THAT REMAINS FORMALLY PLEDGED TO
SUBJECTING THE WORLD TO COMMUNIST DOMINATION. THIS IS
NOT THE TIME TO DELVE DEEPLY INTO HISTORY. BUT YOU
SHOULD KNOW THAT THE EMERGENCE OF THE SOVIET UNION IS
IN MANY RESPECTS AN EXPRESSION OF THE TERRIBLE
ENCHANTMENT WITH THE POWER OF THE STATE THAT BECAME SO
PROMINENT IN THE FIRST HALF OF OUR CENTURY. IN HIS
WIDELY-ACCLAIMED BOOK, MODERN TIMES. PAUL JOHNSON HAS
ARGUED JUST THIS POINT -- THAT MODERN IDEOLOGIES WAD
EXALTED THE STATE ABOVE THE INDIVIDUAL.

THIS RISE OF STATE POWER AFFECTED MY LIFE AS IT
DID THE LIVES OF MANY OF YOUR PARENTS AND NEARLY ALL
YOUR GRANDPARENTS. IN THE LATE 1920°s. I GRADUATED
FROM HIGH SCHOOL FULL OF HOPE AND EXPECTATION -- LIKE
YOU TODAY. THEN, JUST AS [ HAD ESTABLISHED MYSELF IN A
CAREER -- JUST AS MY GENERATION HAD ESTABL ISHED
ITSELF -- WE WERE AT WAR, WE FOUGHT VALIANTLY AND
WELL. BUT NOT WITHOUT A SENSE OF ALL THAT MIGHT HAVE
BEEN. IN THE END REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT DEFEATED
STATISM -- INDEED, JAPAN, GERMANY, AND ITALY, ONCE OUR
DEADLY ENEMIES, ALL SOON BECAME THRIVING DEMOCRACIES
THEMSELVES AND ARE NOW OUR STAUNCH ALLIES. BUT NOT THE
SOVIET UNION. THERE STATISM PERSISTS.

g ‘
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WHAT THEN ARE WE TO MAKE OF THE SOVIET UNION? MY
OWN VIEWS UPON THE CHARACTER OF THE REGIME ARE
WELL-KNOWN, AND 1 AM CONVINCED THAT WE MUST CONTINUE TO
SPEAK OUT FOR FREEDOM, AGAIN AND AGAIN MAKING TNE
CRUCIAL MORAL DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN DEMOCRACY AND
TOTALITAR]AN!SM SO, TOO, I AM CONVINCED THAT WE MuUST
TAKE ?ERIOUSLY THE SOVIET HISTORY OF EXPANSIONISI’ AND
PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE COUNTER. ?

AT THE SAME TIME, WE MUST REMAIN REALISTIC ABOUT
AND COMMITTED T0 ARMS CONTROL. 1T IS INDEED FITTING TO
PAY PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO ARMS NEGOTIATIONS IN ' THESE
DAYS. FOR IF THE SOVIET UNION PROVES WILLING. THIS CAN
REPRESENT A MOMENT OF OPPORTUNITY IN RELATIONS BETWEEN
OUR NATIONS. |

WHEN 1 MET MR. GORBACHEV LAST NOVEMBER IN GENEVA,
HE AND | AGREED TO INTENSIFY OUR EFFORT TO REDUCE
STRATEGIC ARMS. WE AGREED ON THE NEXT STEPS --
NEGOTIATING A 50 PERCENT REDUCTION IN STRATEGIC NUCLEAR
FORCES. AND AN INTERIM AGREEMENT TO COVER
mmmmmmmwm.mnmmmmwm
ULTIMATE GOAL OF ELIMINATING ALL NUCLEAR WEAPONS.
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BY NOVEMBER 1s1 WE HAD PRESENTED NEW STRATEGIC
ARMS REDUCTION PROPOSALS DESIGNED T0 BRIDGE THE GAP
BETWEEN EARLIER SOVIET AND AMERICAN PROPOSALS. OUR
PROPOSAL WOULD HAVE ACHIEVED A 50 PERCENT REDUCTION IN
STRATEGIC NUCLEAR FORCES IN A MANNER BOTH EQUITABLE AND
RESPONSIBLE. THEN, IN MID-FEBRUARY WE PROPOSED A
DETAILED. PHASED APPROACH FOR ELIMINATING AN ENTIRE
CLASS‘OF WEAPONS -- THE SO-CALLED LONGER-RANGE ’
INTERMEDIATE RANGE WEAPONS, OR I.N.F.’s -- BY 1990,
AND WE REPEATED OUR OFFER OF AN “OPEN LABORATORIES®
EXCHANGE OF VISITS TO FACILITIES PERFORMING STRATEGIC
DEFENSE RESEARCH. UNTIL RECENTLY, THE SOVIET RESPONSE
HAS BEEN DISAPPOINTING IN A NUMBER OF WAYS.

BUT IN RECENT WEEKS, THERE HAVE BEEN FRESH

" DEVELOPMENTS. THE SOVIETS HAVE MADE SUGGESTIONS ON A
RANGE OF ISSUES. FROM NUCLEAR POWER PLANT SAFETY TO
CONVENTIONAL FORCE REDUCTIONS IN EUROPE. PERHAPS MOST
IMPORTANT, THE SOVIET NEGOTIATORS AT GENEVA HAVE PLACED
ON THE TABLE NEW PROPOSALS TO REDUCE NUCLEAR WEAPONS.
WE CANNOT ACCEPT THESE PARTICULAR PROPOSALS WITHOUT
CHANGE., BUT IT APPEARS THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE BEGUN TO
MAKE A SERIQUS EFFORT.

[F BOTH SIDES GENUINELY WANT PROGRESS, THEN THIS
COULD REPRESENT A TURNING POINT IN THE EFFORT TO MAKE
OURS A SAFER AND MORE PEACEFUL WORLD. WE BELIEVE THAT
POSSIBLY AN ATMOSPHERE DOES INDEED EXIST THAT WILL
ALLOW FOR SERIOUS DISCUSSION.
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{ HAVE INDICATED TO GENERAL SECRETARY GORBACHEV WY
WILLINGNESS FOR OUR REPRESENTATIVES TO MEET T0 PREPARE
FOR THE NEXT SUMMIT. THE LOCATION IS UNIMPORTANT.

WHAT MATTERS 1S THAT SUCH A MEETING TAKE PLACE IN|
MUTUAL EARNESTNESS SO THAT WE CAN MAKE PROGRESS AT THE
NEXT SUMMIT.

CERTAINLY MR. GORBACHEV KNOWS THE DEPTH OF MY
COMMITMENT TO PEACE. INDEED, WHEN WE WENT TO GENEVA. WY
ADVISORS TOLD ME THAT IF WE COULD ACHIEVE NOTHING BUT
AN AGREEMENT TO MEET AGAIN -- IF WE COULD DO NO MORE
THAN THAT -- THEN ALL OUR WORK WOULD HAVE BEEN
WORTHWHILE. WELL. ON THE FIRST DAY OF MEETINGS, |
MR. GORBACHEY AND I TOOK A LITTLE WALK TOGETHER. HE
HAPPENED TO MENTION THAT THERE WAS A GREAT DEAL IN THE
SOVIET UNION HE WANTED ME TO SEE; 1 ANSWERED THAT I
WISHED HE COULD VISIT THE UNITED STATES. NEXT THING
YOU KNEW. WE HAD AGREED TO MEET HERE IN 1986 AND IN THE
SOVIET UNION IN 1987. NOW. THAT WASN'T SO HARD, WAS
172

[
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[N THIS ESSAY ON PEACE, THEN, WE CAN ASSERT THAT
THE TIME HAS COME TO MOVE FORWARD. LET US LEAVE BEWIND
EFFORTS T0 SEEK ONLY LINITS TO THE INCREASE OF MUELEAR
ARMS AND SEEK INSTEAD ACTUAL ARMS REDUCTIONS -- THE
DEEP AND VERIFIABLE REDUCTIONS THAT MR. GORBACHEV AND |
HAVE AGREED TO NEGOTIATE. THE GOAL HERE IS NOT
COMPLICATED. 1 AM SUGGESTING THAT WE AGREE NOT ON HOW
MANY NEW., BIGGER. AND MORE ACCURATE MISSILES CAN BE
BUILT BUT ON HOW TO REDUCE AND ULTIMATELY ELIMINATE ALL
NUCLEAR MISSILES.

LET US LEAVE BEHIND, TOO, THE DEFENSE POLICY OF
MUTUAL ASSURED~DESTRUCT|0N -- OR “MAD.” AS IT’s
CALLED -- AND SEEK TO PUT IN ITS PLACE A DEFENSE THAT
TRULY DEFENDS. EVEN NOW WE ARE PERFORMING RESEARCH AS
PART OF OUR STRAIEGIC DEFENSE INITIATIVE THAT MIGHT ONE
DAY ENABLE US TO PUT INM SPACE A SHIELD THAT MISSILES
COULD NOT PENETRATE -- A SHIELD THAT COULD PROTECT US
FROM NUCLEAR MISSILES JUST AS A ROOF PROTECTS A FAMILY
FROM RAIN.
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AND LET US LEAVE BEHIND SUSPICION BETWEEN OUR
PEOPLES AND REPLACE IT WITH UNDERSTANDING. AS A RESUWLT
OF THE CULTURAL EXCHANGE AGREEMENT MR. GORBACHEV A |
SIGNED IN GENEVA, THE SOVIET UNION HAS ALREADY SENT TO
OUR NATION THE KIROV BALLET AND AN EXHIBITION OF
IMPRESSIONIST PAINTINGS. WE IN TURN WILL SEND TO THE
SOVIET UNION SCHOLARS AND MUSICIANS -- INDEED, THE
RUSSIAN-BORN AMERICAN PIANIST, VLADIMIR HOROWITZ.. HAS
ALREADY PERFORMED IN MOSCOW. AND WE HOPE YO SEE A
LARGE INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF EVERYDAY CITIZENS
TRAVEL ING BETWEEN BOTH COUNTRIES. JUST LAST WEEK AT
THE WHITE HOUSE | MET HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS YOUR AGE WHO
WILL VISIT THE SOVIET UNION THIS SUMMER. SURELY 17 IS
IN OUR INTEREST THAT THE PEOPLES IN THE SOVIET UNION
SHOULD KNOW THE TRUTH ABOUT THE UNITED STATES. AND
SURELY IT CAN ONLY ENRICH OUR LIVES TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
THEM.
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IHIS BRINGS US AT LAST TO OUR CONCLUSION -- IF 1
WAY. THEN. A FEW FINAL THOUGHTS. FROM THE HEART. |
HAVE TRIED TO SPEAK TO YOU TODAY OF FREEDOM AND PEACE
BECAUSE AS YOUR PRESIDENT IT 1S MY DUTY T0 DO SO..AND
BECAUSE IN MY LIFETIME 1 HAVE SEEN OUR NATION AT WAR
FOUR TIMES. OURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR. HUNDREDS OF
THOUSANDS OF AMERICANS DIED -- INCLUDING FRIENDS AND
RELATIVES OF MINE, INCLUDING FRIENDS AND RELATIVES OF
YOUR FAMILIES. PERHAPS SOME OF YOU HAVE PICTURES IN
YOUR HOMES OF GREAT-UNCLES YOU NEVER KNEW. SOLDIERS WHO
FELL FIGHTING. THE SOVIETS SUFFERED EVEN MORE
PAINFULLY THAN WE. AS MANY AS 20 MILLION PEOPLE IN THE
SOVIET UNION DIED, AND THE WESTERN THIRD OF THE COUNTRY
WAS LAID WASTE -- PARALLEL, IF YOU WiLL, TO THE
DESTRUCTION OF ALL THE UNITED STATES EAST OF CHICAGO.

ALL THE WORLD HAS CHERISHED THE YEARS OF RELATIVE
PEACE THAT HAVE FOLLOVED. IN THE UNITED STATES. W
HAVE SEEN THE GREATEST ECONOMIC EXPANSION AND
TECHNOLOGICAL BREAKTHROUGHS KNOWN TO MAN -- THE LANDING
ON THE MOON, THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MICROCHIP. SUT OUR
GREATEST TREASURE HAS BEEN THAT YOU. OUR CHILDREN. MAVE
BEEN ABLE TO GROW UP IN PROSPERITY AND FREEDON.

t .

| 1T FALLS TO US NOW -- AS 1T SOON SHALL FALL T0
YOU -- TO PRESERVE AND STRENGTHEN THE PEACE. SURELY N0
MAN CAN HAVE A GREATER GOAL THAN THAT OF PROTECTING THE
NEXT GENERATION AGAINST THE DESTRUCTION AND PAIN OF
VARFARE THAT HIS OWN GENERATION HAS KNOWN.
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THERE CAN THEREFORE BE NO MORE IMPORTANT TASK
BEFORE US THAN THAT OF REDUCING NUCLEAR WEAPONS. [ AM
COMMITIED -- UTTERLY COMMITTED -- TO PURSUING EVERY
OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS AND EXPLORE WAYS TO ACHIEVE REAL
AND VERIFIABLE ARMS REDUCTIONS. WHAT OUR TWO NATIONS

- DO NOW IN ARMS CONTROL WILL DETERMINE THE KIND OF ‘
FUTURE THAT YOU -- AND, YES. YOUR CHILDREN AND YOUR
CHILDREN's CHILDREN -- WILL FACE. SO I HAVE COME HERE
TODAY TO SAY THAT THE GLASSBORO SUMMIT WAS NOT ENOUGH,
THAT INDEED THE GENEVA SUMMIT WAS NOT ENOUGH -- THAT
TALK ALONE. IN SHORT. IS NOT ENOUGH. 1 HAVE COME HERE
T0 INVITE MR. GORBACHEV TO JOIN ME IN TAKING ACTION --
ACTION IN THE NAME OF PEACE.

MY FRIENDS. LET US DARE TO DREAM THAT WHEN YOU
RETURN FOR YOUR OWN SON OR DAUGHTER’S GRADUATION, YOU
WILL DO SO IN A WORLD AT PEACE., A WORLD THAT CELEBRATES
HUMAN. LIBERTY, AND A WORLD FREE FROM THE TERROR OF
NUCLEAR DESTRUCTION. AND LET US WORK -- FIRST MY
GENERATION, THEN SOON. VERY SOON, YOUR OWN -- TO MAKE
THAT DREAM COME TRUE.

|

-
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BUT AGAIN. MERE WORDS CONVEY SO LITTLE. THERE ARE
MOMENTS. INDEED, WHEN THOSE OF MY GENERATION FEAR THAT
YOUR YOUTH AND HEALTH AND GOOD FORTUNE WILL PROVE T00
MUCH FOR US -- TOO MUCH FOR US WHO MUST TELL YOU THAT
60OD FORTUNE IS NOT ALL THAT LIFE CAN PRESENT; THAT
THIS GOOD FORTUNE HAS COME TO YOU BECAUSE OTHERS HAVE
SUFFERED AND SACRIFICED; THAT TO PRESERVE IT, THERE
WILL COME TIMES WHEN YOU. TOO, MUST SACRIFICE. THEN
OUR HEARS ARE DISPELLED. 1T HAPPENS WHEN WE TURN FROM
OUR OWN THOUGHTS TO LOOK AT YOU. WE SEE SUCH STRENGTH
AND HOPE. SUCH BUOYANCY, SUCH GOODWILL, SUCH
STRAIGHTFORWARD AND UNCOMPLICATED HAPPINESS. IF WE
LISTEN, BEFORE LONG WE HEAR JOYFUL LAUGHTER.

'WE KNOW THEN THAT GOD HAS ALREADY BLESSED YOU AND
THAT AMERICA HAS ALREADY IMPRINTED THE LOVE OF PEACE
AND FREEDOM ON YOUR HEARTS. WE LOOK AT YOU, AND NO
MATTER HOW FULL OUR OWN LIVES HAVE BEEN, WE SAY WITH
THOMFS JEFFERSON, “1 LIKE THE DREAMS OF THE FUTURE
BETTER THAN THE HISTORY OF THE PAST.®

CONGRATULATIONS, CLASS OF 1986 -- AND GOD BLESS
YOU.
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